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Governor Anthony S. Earl, Wisconsin
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Governor George Sinner, North Dakota <(wife, Jane)

/
r—F74 7 v FMaE =F7—=FeF4 7V =+, KA RS+ VT7T
Governor Edward DiPrete, Rhode Island (wife, Patricia)
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Miss Deirdre Curley, Staff Director, International
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Mr. Scott Watkins, staff assistant to Governor Nigh
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19TH JAPAN-U.S. GOVERNORS’ CONFERENCE

TOKYO, JAPAN

November 8, 1985 -

JOINT STATEMENT

The ties between Japan’s Prefectural Governors and American State Governors are strong
and enduring. The relationship has developed through an exchange of visits, inaugurated by a
1962 agreement between the National Governors’ Association of Japan and the National Gover-
nors’ Association of the United States. For twenty-three years these visits, which have occurred
alternately in Japan and in the United States, have increased understanding and expanded friend-
ship between the peoplés of the two countries.

Throughout the history of the exchange visits, Governors of each country have had opportuni-
ties to learn about the traditions, culture and national concerns of the other. Exchange visits
have included the formation of the Japan-U.S. Governors’ Conference; a familiarization with
local government activities and responsibilities; tours of scientific, educational, commercial, and
cultural sites in a variety of Japanese prefectures and American states; and visits with national
leaders of both countries.

This year a delegation of American Governors came to Japan on November 6 at the invitation
of the Japanese National Governors’ Association and has participated in the Nineteenth Japan-
U.S. Governors’ Conference held in Tokyo on November 8, 1985. The conference subjects in-
cluded “The Role of the American Governor in Promoting Economic Development through
International Trade™ submitted by the American side, and “Industrial-Academic-Governmental
Cooperation System in Regional Industries” submitted by the Japanese side. The topics address
problems of importance to both countries and their states and prefectures. Discussions centered
on how Governors seek to promote increased prosperity for their citizens and their states and
prefectures, and on how government works with universities and the private sector to improve
the competitiveness of important regional industries. The discussions held on these topics will
contribute to the problem-solving capabilities of officials of both countries and will further extend
mutual understanding of each political system and its people.

The opportunities to observe local government administration, Japanese enterprise, and
public service in Japan have been most welcome and instructive. The delegation of American
Governors representing the National Governors’ Association of the United States deeply ap-
preciate the many courtesies extended by the leaders of the Japanese nation; the Prefectures
of Ishikawa, Kyoto, Mie, and Kanagawa; the Metropolis of Tokyo; and the citizens of Japan.
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Mr. Eugene A. Nojek, First Secretary
Cultural Division, American Embassy
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